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WELCOME BACK 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

MARCH 2021 

Thursday 4th—Year 9 options evening 

(online) 

Tuesday 16th—Year 5 Open Morning 

Friday 19th—Deadline for Year 9 options 

form 

Friday 19th—Red Nose Day (non-uniform) 

Thursday 1st April—INSET Day 

2nd-18th April—Easter holidays 

  

As we move toward what we hope is the end of 
the country’s third period of lockdown during this 
pandemic, we’ve been looking ahead to what we 
want for our scholars on their return to us as well 
as reflecting on what we’ve shown in our re-
sponse to what has happened. 
  
All of the staff at Nova are incredibly thankful for 
the support which our parents, carers and wider 
community have given to our scholars whilst they 
have been learning at home again. We’ve also 
been incredibly impressed by the resilience and 
hard work of our students and our community. 
We’ve greatly appreciated the sense of connect-
edness which has been present in this lockdown. 
This has been evident even more so than in the 
previous lockdowns due to the live lessons we’ve 
been teaching. As a result, we know that our stu-
dents will be even more ready to return to us 
when the time comes on the 8thMarch. 
  
We are all incredibly keen to get back to teaching 
all our scholars at Nova on this date. 
 
 
 

We know that the safe return to school, their 
friends and our activities is vital for our scholars, 
their education and wellbeing. As a result, we 
have been working on a number of ways to re-
invigorate our schools culture. This includes new 
aspects of our house system such as our House 
Quiz; our Super Nova extra-curricular programme 
which has been running virtually during lockdown 
but will have a substantial relaunch in Term 5 
after Easter; our careers programme with our 
Year 9s beginning the process of selecting their 
options; and our focus on attendance which will 
include the introduction of an attendance league 
to celebrate our scholars’ commitment to their 
education. 
  
Over the coming days and weeks we’ll reveal 
more about these new developments to you. In 
the meantime, I hope you enjoy reading the other 
pages of this newsletter to find out more about 
what’s been happening at Nova recently and I 
look forward to our scholars returning to us on 
8thMarch. 
 

Mr Nick Wells 
Headteacher 

RETURN TO SCHOOL 

ARRANGEMENTS  

MONDAY 8TH MARCH 2021 

Year 7—8:20am 

Year 11—11:10am 

TUESDAY 9TH MARCH 2021 

Year 8—8:20am 

Year 10 11:10am 

Year 9 13:30pm 

  



EPRAISE LEAGUE TABLE 

 Total points Attendance 

1st   

2nd   

3rd   

4th   

EPRAISE TOP STUDENTS-FEB 

STONEWALL BRONZE AWARD 

We are delighted that we 
have been awarded the 
Stonewall Bronze School 
Champion Award. As a 
benefit of membership, the 
Stonewall School Champion 
awards allow schools to 
benchmark their progress 
and to give direction to their ongoing work in 
tackling homophobic, biphobic and transphobic 
bullying and celebrating diversity. 
 
Some of the things we did to earn this award 
were to ensure that information and resources 
on lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans (LGBT) issues 
and support services is provided and easily 
accessible for all students. We 
celebrate diversity and LGBT people, including bi 
and trans people in our lessons and through our 
displays. We also added books that celebrate 
diversity in our library and made sure that 
students have opportunities to discuss gender 
stereotypes and gender identities at Nova.   
 
Our aim is to ensure everyone at Nova Hreod 
Academy feels safe and welcome within our 
community. We will strive to continue this work 
and earn our Silver Award. 
 
Ms Preece 
 

 
Iram Cowdell has joined the pastoral team 
in the Hub as House Manager for Cygnus.  
 
The students know Mr Cowdell well from 
his previous role as drama teacher at Nova.  He will 
be working with students in Cygnus House to support 
their pastoral needs and wellbeing.  
 
We’d like to say a big thank you 
to Tracey Serratore for all her 
hard work and support and we 
wish her well as she moves onto 
pastures new.   
 
Mrs King 

NEWS FROM CYGNUS HOUSE 

We hope you’ll all join us in 
saying CONGRATULATIONS 
to Ms Fegan, Head of Art,  

on the birth of her baby girl 
who arrived earlier this 

month.   



NEW EXHIBITION HONOURS NHS WORKERS 
In the summer of 2020, the art department at Nova Hreod Academy offered a free portrait to any NHS 
key worker as part of the NHS Heroes campaign.  
NHS workers were invited to send in a photograph, and our volunteers got to work on creating their 
portraits, as a tribute to the hard work and dedication that they were providing during the pandemic. 
Volunteers were made up of students, staff and ex-students, who all wanted to pay their respects and 
say thank you to our key workers. 
Some amazing portraits were produced, using a range of media, and they are now on display in the 
school in a new exhibition.  



THE WORLD ABOUT US 

Our weekly World Around Us 
sessions are continuing to provide 
some very interesting debates and 
allowing students to consider 
matters that they wouldn’t 
normally think about.  
 
This month Nova scholars have 
debated the interesting subjects of 
animal testing and also whether 
the NHS should spend more on 
treatment for cancer of 
programmes to help people stop 
smoking.  
 
As you can see, the scholars were 
split on the issues with many 
interesting opinions being shared.  
 
Ms Lamphier 



TAKING A MOMENT FOR MIND 

 
Before the latest lockdown, staff and students at Nova joined together to take a moment with 
their eyes closed and create a photographic exhibition to raise the profile of mental health and 
wellbeing in support of the mental health charity, MIND. 
 
The inspiration for the exhibition is the photographer Ray Burmiston, who, for the last 10 
years, has been asking famous subjects to pause during their shoot, close their eyes and take a moment. 
Curating over 250 of these moments, Ray has created a dynamic online gallery 
at www.takeamoment.uk/ filled with familiar faces, recognizing that we need to come together as 
a collective to take a moment right now. Everyone can take part in Ray's gallery by uploading an "eyes 
closed" selfie and donating £3 to MIND.  
 
The coronavirus pandemic is having a huge impact on our mental health. Every year, one in four of us 
will experience a mental health problem. MIND provides advice and support to empower anyone 
experiencing a mental health problem and campaign to improve services, raise awareness 
and promote understanding. 
 
The exhibition is now in place in school, creating a powerful reminder that "We're all in this together".  
Miss Fegan 

https://takeamoment.uk/


ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE (EAL) SUPPORT 

 
Dear families,  
 
I would like to introduce myself as the Assistant SENco and staff member 
responsible for students who have English as an Additional Language (EAL) 
at Nova Hreod Academy.  
 
I work alongside Ms Hopkins our EAL Teaching Assistant, our teachers and 
the SEND Team to ensure students are supported in learning and improving 
their English whilst they are at school.  Over the last two terms we have 
been meeting our EAL students and have assessed each of them using the 
Bell Foundation Framework. This will ensure teachers have a clear 
understanding of their level of English and are able to implement 
appropriate strategies to support them.  
 
Students who are new to English have begun intervention classes with Ms 
Hopkins outside of their main lessons. A range of resources are used, 
including Fresh Start phonics and Learning Village. As this support is going to 
take students away from some of their lessons, it is only suitable for those 
with the lowest levels of English. Learning Village will also be available for 
some students to use at home and those involved have been sent login 
details.  
 
If you feel your child would benefit from this support and they have not 
been identified. Please do email me on 
c.preece@novahreodacademy.org.uk 
 
Claire Preece  
Assistant SENco  

Ms Preece  

Ms Hopkins  

https://www.bell-foundation.org.uk/
https://global.oup.com/education/content/primary/series/rwi/fresh-start/?region=uk#:~:text=%20Developed%20by%20Ruth%20Miskin%2C%20Read%20Write%20Inc.,Fresh%20Start%20into%20your%20timetable%2C%20with...%20More%20
https://www.learningvillage.net/
mailto:c.preece@novahreodacademy.org.uk


SEND NEWS SPLASH 

Swindon Borough Council publish a monthly Newsletter for parents of children with additional needs. A 
copy of the latest issue is below. For further editions of SEND News Splash please click here.  

https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/content/send-local-offer/landing-pages/document-library-landing-and-content-pages/send-news/


MASKED SINGER 

This term Nova has held it’s very own version of the popular TV show The Masked Singer.  

Some of our brave staff and students recorded videos of themselves singing in disguise, with a series of 
clues to help people guess their identities.  
Students were invited to send in their guesses on Epraise.  

The correct answers will be revealed on twitter @NovaHreodArt, where you can also watch all of the 
videos.  




